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From the Principal’s Desk 
 Winter Clothing 

It is hard to believe that December is here!  Students are encouraged to come to school with layers, 
hats, mitts, and boots as they are outside in excess of thirty minutes.  Please help to ensure that they are 
dressed appropriately.  As a reminder students do require footwear at all times.  Please ensure that your child 
has an indoor pair of shoes that can also be used for gym class. It is always a wonder how quickly time seems to 
be moving especially as we begin to look forward to the winter holidays.  

Progress Reports  
You have received your child’s progress report and many of you attended interviews with the teacher.  If 

you have questions or would like to follow up, please contact your child’s teacher. We continue to encourage you 
to ask your child about the new understanding that they are developing and to set some individual learning goals 
together.   

Parking Lot, Park & Walk, Safety First 
We, as a staff, are working diligently to ensure that our parking lot is safe for all.  We encourage those 

who can walk to continue to take the challenge and walk to school.  When the parking lot is full drivers are asked 
to park on a side street and walk your child safely to the school.  As a reminder, please do not allow your child to 
run unattended through the parking lot.  It is busy and children can be hard to see when moving through parked 
cars.   

Please also note that our parking lot does have a bus loading zone which is located beside the sidewalk.  
Our buses and taxis need access to this space which is why it is imperative to park in a spot and when picking 
up and dropping off your child.  It is everybody’s responsibility to ensure your parking lot is safe. We thank you 
for your continued support with our efforts to keep things running safely.   

Positive Climate 
We have many exciting things happening at Aurora Grove PS.  Our intramurals are up and running 

daily.  Our grade eight students travelled to Dr. GW Williams Secondary School where they toured the school 
and learned many new things about their transition to secondary school.   

To encourage a positive school climate and a safe, fun learning environment for all students, Aurora 
Grove students have all been hearing consistent messaging around appropriate student behaviour.  Staff are 
reminding students to be mindful of their active play time, avoid physical contact and respect personal space.   

Holiday Concert – December 14 Holiday Breakfast – December 20 
Our holiday concert will be held on December 14th. Primary students will perform from 6 – 6:45pm and 

our Junior & Intermediate students from 7 – 7:30pm.  The Holiday Breakfast put on by our School Council will 
take place on Wednesday, December 20th from 8:15 – 9:00am and we look forward to the many families who will 
join us.  Aurora Grove will once again be participating in a hat and mitten drive this holiday season.  We will be 
accepting new hats and mitts which can be dropped off inside the front doors of our school.  We would like to 
thank you in advance for your generous support. 

Lost & Found  
We have put on display our lost and found items.  There are many things that have gathered here and 

we need students to take a look to see what may be theirs.  As always, any unclaimed items will be donated to a 
local charity over the holidays.   

On behalf of the staff at Aurora Grove Public School we would like to wish all families a fun, safe, and 
relaxing holiday.   
 
Extended Holidays 
Sometimes parents plan extended holidays during the school year. Parents who choose to remove a student 
from school to travel are responsible for providing the learning experiences the student has missed while away. 
Teachers are often asked to provide work for the time the student will be absent. The challenge is that the child 
will need instruction prior to being able to do the work. While not a requirement, teachers can sometimes 
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assemble the work they think the child can do independently. Past experience has shown that the children rarely 
do the work while on vacation. If you want your child to do some school-related activity while on vacation, a daily 
journal (written in French for French Immersion students), and reading a book (in French for F.I. students) are  
great ideas. When the child returns to school, she/he will need to “catch-up” on the missed concepts taught. Parents 
will need to support this learning, as well. 
 
French Immersion Information Sessions and Registrations 
The information session for the French Immersion (FI) program held at AGPS will take place at Aurora Grove PS on 
Thursday, January 18, 2018 at 7 p.m. Please visit YRDSB’s website at 
(http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx) for more information. FI registration will begin 
January 19, 2018. Parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten students entering Grade 1 in 2018, and wishing to 
enrol in the FI Program, can visit or call the school office and request an Office Index Card - short version. The Office 
Index Card must be signed by the principal of the home school. Parents or guardians then take this form, along with 
one piece of identification showing their address to the designated FI program location to register between January 
19 and February 16, 2018. This eliminates the need to provide duplicate enrollment information or to pre-register.  
 
YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency and equity of access to all students in York Region 
and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all who wish to enrol. The FI program will be offered in 
Dual Track or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order to meet community needs and optimize 
available space in our schools, a community's Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided over more than one school 
during the course of a student's FI education. This will allow flexibility in addressing community needs and the 
opportunity to use existing space in schools. More information is available on the Board’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. 
Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will require facility modifications or the development of new schools 
and will require short-term transition plans that might include overflow while we work toward the long-term vision. 
Overflow refers to situations in which the Board directs students to attend a school other than their community school 
or optional program for a specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108. 
 
Kindergarten Registration to Commence January 19, 2018 
Kindergarten registration will commence on January 19, 2018 for the 2018-2019 school year. Registration forms are 
available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children who turn four or five years old during 2018, live within the 
school boundary, and whose parents are public school tax supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten. A 
kindergarten information session for parents is being planned for this spring. For more information please visit the 
YRDSB website or contact your local school.  
 
The Annual Mitten Tree 
Again this year we will have a tree in the school office ready to be decorated with donated new mittens, gloves, hats 
and scarves. The Lions’ Club of Aurora will be picking up these items to help those in our community who may need 
these things to keep warm this winter. Items may be dropped off at the office until December 15th. 
There is a particular need for “teen” sized items. 

 
The “10 Days of Giving” Food Drive 
Students may bring in non-perishable food items to be donated to the Aurora Food Pantry. Our food drive ends 
December 15th. See attached flyer. 

 
Volunteering @ Aurora Grove PS  
We welcome volunteers in many aspects of school life, assisting in classrooms, reading with children, attending field 
trips, driving students to various events, etc. It is our responsibility to ensure that all volunteers comply with the Board 
requirements with respect to VSS (Vulnerable Sector Screenings), Annual Offence Declarations and the completion of 
the Confidentiality Agreement.  
If you wish to volunteer, please ensure that you have completed the Vulnerable Sector Screening through the York 
Region Police.  The application process is outlined on the York Region website www.yrp.com.  If you have any 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrp.com/
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questions, please contact the office for assistance. 
Thursday, December 14th - Annual Holiday Concert 
 
Primary Concert 6 – 6:45pm 

Families are to pick their primary students up from the classrooms at 6:45pm and either leave the school or 
bring their children back to the gym to sit with them for the Junior/Intermediate concert. 

 
Junior/Intermediate Concert 7 – 7:30pm 
 

 
 
Wednesday, December 20th  – A Day of Celebration 
8:15am - Annual Holiday Breakfast hosted by AGPS School Council 
Join in a time of community celebration during the Holiday Season. Parents, students and staff will meet in the 
gymnasium for a light breakfast. Be sure to bring a “continental delight” (breads, bagels, fruit, holiday treats) to share 
on the buffet table. Hot beverages will be served.  

                       
 

Looking Ahead... 
 
 December 24 - January 8 inclusive - Christmas/Winter Break 
 First day of school in 2018: Monday, January 8th – Day 1 
 January 11 & 17– Jr/Int Elective Days 
 January 10, 24 & February 5 – Primary Skating Elective 
 January 18 – 7pm New French Immersion Information Night 
 January 19 – Kindergarten Registration and French Immersion Registration begin 
 January 19 - P A Day  
 January 22 – Mr. Greek lunch, Dominos Pizza lunch and Milk orders Due for Term 2  
 February 2 – P A Day 

February 19 – Family Day  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

Mitten Tree 

    1 2 

3 4 Day 1 

Soup & Crackers 

5 Day 2 

Rice, Pasta & Sauce 

6 Day 3 

Canned Fruit & Veg 

7 Day 4 

Breakfast foods & 

cereals 

8 Day 5 

Baby Foods & Needs 

9 

10 11 Day 1 

Meal in a Box/Can 

12 Day 2 

Cookies & Snacks 

13 Day 3 

Juices, Tea, Coffee 

14 Personal Hygiene Products 

Winter Concert 

Pr 6pm  Jr/Int 7pm 

15 Day 5 

Bathroom Tissue & 

Diapers 

16 

17 18 Day 1 19 Day 2 20 Day 3 

Holiday Breakfast 

8:15 - 9:00am 

21 Day 4 22 Day 5 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31      Back to School 

Monday, January  8 

Day 1 

December 2017 

Mr Greek Lunch 

Mr Greek Lunch 

Mr Greek Lunch Pizza Lunch 

Pizza Lunch 

Pizza Lunch 

Christmas and Winter Break 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 Day 1 

Welcome 

Back! 

9 Day 2 10 Day 3 

Primary Skating 

11 Day 4 

Jr/Int Electives #1 

12 Day 5 13 

14 15 Day 1 16 Day 2 17 Day 3 

Jr/Int Electives #2 

18 Day 4 

NEW French Immersion  

Information Evening 

7pm 

19 

Grade 1 F.I. and 

Kindergarten  

registrations begin 

20 

21 22 Day 5 23 Day 1 24 Day 2 

Primary Skating 

25 Day 3 26 Day 4 27 

28 29 Day 5 30 Day 1 31 Day 2     

January 2018 

NEW orders for: Milk, Mr. Greek Lunch and 

Pizza Lunch 

Deadline for ordering January 25th- Order early 

Don’t miss out. 

Mr Greek Lunch 

Mr Greek Lunch 

Mr Greek Lunch 

Mr Greek Lunch 

Pizza Lunch 

Pizza Lunch 

Pizza Lunch 



 

Spirit of Giving 2017 
Aurora Grove Public School 

“10 Days of Giving” Food Drive 
Aurora Grove Public School  

will be running its annual food drive for the 2017 Holiday Season. 
 

The Food Drive will begin Monday, December 4th and continue until Friday, December 15th. 
 

Each day our school will be collecting particular items in order to make sure we cover all the 
needs of our community.  All donations will go to the Aurora Food Pantry. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mitten, Hat and Scarf Tree 
 

It has become tradition at Aurora Grove to have a 
tree in the school office, ready to be decorated with 

new mittens, gloves, hats and scarves.  
The Lions’ Club of Aurora will be picking up these 

items to help those in need in our community. 
Help someone stay warm this winter! 

 
 

 

 

 

Day 1  Monday December 4  Soup and Crackers 
Day 2  Tuesday December 5  Rice, Pasta and Sauce 
Day 3  Wednesday December 6  Canned Fruit & Veggies 
Day 4  Thursday December 7     Breakfast Foods and Cereal 
Day 5  Friday December 8   Baby Food and Needs 
Day 6  Monday December 11  Meal in a Box/Can 
Day 7  Tuesday December 12  Cookies and Snacks 
Day 8   Wednesday December 13  Juices, Tea and Coffee 
Day 9  Thursday December 14  Personal Hygiene Products 
Day 10  Friday December 15  Bathroom Tissue & Diapers 
 
 
 



Lighting
CEREMONY

AURORA’s

Lighting of the tree and peace candles with Santa at 6:45 p.m.

Ornamen t Making • Caroling • Live Theatre
Fire juggling Please consider supporting

The Salvation Army by contributing 
to their fillthekettle.com campaign

aurora.ca/treelighting • 905-726-4762 
#AuroraTreeLighting

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Aurora Town Hall • Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
100 John West Way

san ta's
reindeer

inflatable
igloo

+
mini

chris tmas
marke t

Christmas Tree



DECEMBER 2017 UPDATE 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

THE 2017 WINTER HOLIDAY SPECIAL 
 

Celebrate the season with our annual festive holiday lunch! 
 

Roasted Chicken Leg, Steamed Veggies,  
Mashed potatoes with Gravy & 
a mini Chocolate Peppermint Cupcake  
 
Gluten-friendly option is available online. 
Available on the days we service your school for the month of December.  
 

 

DECEMBER SPECIALS 
 
For the month of December your child can enjoy: 

 
1.  Beef soft taco 
Ground beef, taco seasoning, salsa, lettuce & cheese wrapped in a tender 
whole wheat tortilla.  
  
2.  Bean soft taco   
Black beans, taco seasoning, salsa, lettuce & cheese wrapped in a tender 
whole wheat tortilla.   
 
These items are available as a combo or entrée only.  Visit us on-line to see our full menu. 
 

These specials are available only until December 22nd.  Place your orders today! 
 
 

Holiday Cookie Packages Now Available! 
 
No time to bake for the holidays?  Looking for a yummy gift idea?   Let us bake for you!  
  
Nut-Free Holiday Cookie Packages 
  
Package 1              $30  
2 dozen Chocolate Crinkle   
2 dozen Cranberry Orange   
1 dozen Coconut Snowball   

Package 2              $20 
2 dozen Chocolate Crinkle   
2 dozen Cranberry Orange  
 

 
Call us today to place your order! 
Orders will be accepted until December 13th.  
  
We also do custom cakes, cupcakes, cookies & pies.   
All items are baked fresh in our nut-free kitchen. 
Allergen-free items are made to order.  
  
Contact us for more information! 
  

905.604.6447 |  mytreats@thesweetdish.ca   
 
 

Ordering is easy! 
Login to place your orders at www.kidskitchen.ca 
Orders are accepted until 10am the previous business day (on Friday for Monday orders).  A valid credit card is required. 
 

 

We’re here to help!  
Live customer service:  8am – 3pm   Monday to Friday. 
 
Holiday hours:   
Please note that the office will be closed for the Winter Break December 23, 2017 - January 7, 2018 inclusive. 
We will re-open on Monday, January 8th.  
 
 

Spend more quality time with your kids.  Leave the lunches to us! 
 

905.944.0210  |  www.kidskitchen.ca  |  information@kidskitchen.ca 

 

 

 



 

Would you  enjoy Collaboratively 
learning the Ontario curriculum 

through the Arts?
If so, the York Region District School Board offers an Elementary Integrated Arts 
Program at Baythorn Public School. If you are currently in grades four or five  you may 
apply for the arts@baythorn program, where you will have the opportunity to explore the 
disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts, and Music in a cooperative learning 
environment.
 
To learn more about the arts@baythorn program, you and your family are invited to attend 
an information evening at Baythorn Public School on: 

Thursday, January 18, 2018 @ 6:30 p.m.
 

Applications will be available at bit.ly/arts_application2018 
online after the January 18th, 2018 info night.

 
If you require further information, please call us at 

Baythorn Public School
(905) 889-7992.

 
              Kate Kurek                                          Meytal Daniels       
              Principal                                        The Arts Team            Vice Principal



Student Transportation Services of York Region 
320 Bloomington Road West 
Aurora, Ontario    L4G 0M1 

905-713-2535 
FAX:  905-713-2533 

Web site: www.schoolbuscity.com 
 

 
 
 

School Bus Cancellation Notice 
 
To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement 
weather, extreme temperatures and/or poor road conditions.  In these cases, parents and 
students should develop alternate care/transportation arrangements. 
 
Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with the Safety Officers of 
school bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several factors including 
precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and weather forecast.  
 
Please note the following; 
 

• A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, 
vans and taxis will not operate.   

• School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather may not be affecting all 
municipalities in York Region.  Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional 
educational programs.  Students attending these programs are transported over large 
attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries.  This limits the ability to 
cancel bus service using a municipality or zone methodology.   

• When bus service is cancelled all school tests and/or examinations will be cancelled and 
rescheduled. 

• Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled. 
• Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements 

to transport their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.  If 
buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. 
Therefore students transported to school by parents will require the same 
transportation home. 

 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television 
stations after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
 
RADIO 
590 AM  640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 
1540 AM 1580 AM  88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 
94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM  
101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 FM 105.9  107.1 FM 
 
TELEVISION 
CITY TV     CTV Barrie     CTV Toronto     CP24     GLOBAL NEWS 
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-
877-330-3001, or by following @YRDSB and @YCDSB on twitter. 
 
 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
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